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Fr. Marcos Gonzalez, pastor of St. Andrew Parish in Pasadena, was 
the founding chaplain and spiritual director for St. Monica Academy. 
In our 25th Jubilaeum Year, we have asked Father to reflect for us on 
the spiritual needs and goals that led to the founding of St. Monica 
Academy, and their continuing relevance. Faith, Reason, and Virtue 
remain the perennial means and goals of authentic Catholic educa-
tion, and are as relevant for us parents as for our children. Please join 
us as Fr. Gonzalez, in his well-known entertaining style, shares the 
fruit of those reflections with us.

Fr. Gonzalez was born in Cuba and came to the U.S. as a child in 1971. He gradu-
ated from Pater Noster High School and then studied philosophy and liberal arts at 
St. John’s Seminary College earning BA degrees in philosophy and Spanish studies 
prior to his MDiv degree in divinity from St. John’s Seminary. He holds an additional 
MS in Ecclesial Administration and Management (MBA for church entities) from the 
Catholic University of America in Washington. In addition to parish ministry, he has 
served on the boards of a variety of organizations including Catholic Engaged Encounter 
and the California Association of Natural Family Planning and as chaplain to various 
Catholic Cuban organizations. He is a Knight Commander in the Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre and has been a Knight of Columbus since he was 18 years old.
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Faith, Reason, Virtue: 
St. Monica Academy cordially invites you to attend a talk 

by Fr. Marcos Gonzalez

It’s Not Just for Kids“The most important truth I have 
learned in high school is the value of 
doing the right thing even if no one 
around you is doing it. This applies 
not only to significant, life-altering 

decisions, but even to the small choic-
es. In fact, it is arguable that the small 
choices matter even more. The small 

choices are encountered more fre-
quently, and the way we respond when 

faced with those choices ultimately 
shapes who we are.”  

– SMA Graduate, Class of 2022

“With the help of special teachers, I 
developed my spiritual life and started to 

practice my faith more fervently... 
Today I am a much better version of who 
I was when I first arrived at this school.”   

– SMA Graduate, Class of 2022

“I was blessed to attend this academy. 
I don’t take the opportunities I had for 

granted. ...With your help, we can 
equip the next generation with the tools 

they need to thrive academically, 
professionally, and spiritually, the tools 

they need to be beacons of hope 
in a woeful world.” 

– SMA Graduate, Class of 2017

“The most important thing I have learned over my 
time here at St. Monica Academy is what it means 
to be a Catholic. Before I came here, I wasn’t really 
sure where my life was headed. My experience in 

public school had left a bad taste in my mouth, and 
had shown me for the first time what truly uncom-
passionate and misguided people were capable of. I 
had never shown an interest in Christianity before, 
so I didn’t come here for that initially. I didn’t know 
at the time, but I had  made the most important de-
cision of my life: switching to St. Monica Academy.” 

(This student converted in his senior year.)    
– SMA Graduate, Class of 2024


